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EDUCATION 


B.S. University of California, Los Angeles 

1991


Summa Cum Laude in Electrical Engineering


M.D. University of California, San Diego  
1995

TRAINING



Internship Department of Medicine

1995-1996


 University of California, San Diego


Residency; Radiation Oncology

 1996-2000




 UCLA Center for the Health Sciences



Los Angeles, California


Chief Resident; Radiation Oncology 
1999-2000




 UCLA Center for the Health Sciences


Los Angeles, California

Preceptorship; Brachytherapy



1999
Long Beach Memorial Hospital


Long Beach, California

Preceptorship; Prostate Seed Implant


2000
Seatle Prostate Institute


Seattle, Washington

Preceptorship; Gamma Knife 



2005

University of Pittsburgh


Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Preceptorship; Radiopharmaceutical Therapy 

2006

UCLA Center for the Health Sciences


Los Angeles, California

sUB-Specialty

TRAINING 


Radiopharmaceutical Cancer Therapy (I131, Sm153, Zevalin/ Bexxar), UCLA 2005-2006.

Gamma Knife Stereotactic Radiosurgery, University of Pittsburgh, January 2005.


Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy (IMRT), William Beaumant Hospital, December 2003


Mammosite Breast Brachytherapy – William Beaumant Hospital, May 2003.


Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy (IMRT), ASTRO IMRT Practicum, San Diego, February 2003


Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy (IMRT), Stanford University, November 2001
 

Endovascular Radiation Therapy, Scripps Clinic, La Jolla, California, January 1999 and January 2001.

Advanced Brachytherapy Course, Seattle Prostate Institute, Swedish Medical Center, May 1999. 


Ultrasound-guided Transperineal Prostate Brachytherapy Course, Seattle Prostate Institute, October 1998.

Methodologies for HDR and LDR Brachytherapy, Long Beach Memorial Medical Center, October 1998 and June 1999.

Stereotactic Radiosurgery and Radiation Therapy, University of California, Los Angeles, November 1999.

ACADEMIC

APPOINTMENTS






Assistant Clinical Professor
2003- present






Department of Radiation Oncology






UCLA School of Medicine, Los Angeles, California

Clinical Instructor 
2000-2003






Department of Radiation Oncology






UCLA School of Medicine, Los Angeles, California

BOARD 

CERTIFICATION/

LICENSURES



Radiopharmaceutical Therapy
2006



Group 4 and 5 license


American Board of Radiology




Certified in Radiation Oncology  



2000


Re-Certified in Radiation Oncology 


2011
DEA Certification 
1996


Medical License, State of California 

1996

CERTIFICATES



Nuclear Medicine (Unsealed sources)
2006


Gamma Knife Radiosurgery 
2005

ProSeed Prostate Brachytherapy 

2004

MammoSite Intracavitary Brachytherapy 
2003

GUIDANT Intravascular Brachytherapy 
2002

NOVOSTE Intravascular Brachytherapy 
2001

VARISOURCE High Dose Rate Treatment Planning 
1998

California X-ray Supervisor and Fluoroscopy Certificate 
1997

Nucletron High Dose Rate Treatment Planning 
1997

appointments:

Hospitals & Medical Centers 

Thomas and Dorothy Leavey Cancer Center 
2000 - Present
Northridge Hospital Medical Center, Northridge, California


Medical Director




2007 - present



Co-Medical Director



2000- 2007


Chairman, Cancer Committee



2007- present


Co- Chairman, Cancer Committee 

2005-2007


Radiation Safety Officer



2007-present



Member, Radiation Safety Committee 
2000- 2006

Member, Ethics Committee  



2006- present


Member, IRB committee



2008- present


Member, Medical Executive Committee

2007- present

Radiation Oncologist



2000-present


Santa Monica Cancer Treatment Center  


Santa Monica UCLA Medical Center, Santa Monica, California

Radiation Oncologist



2000-present


Centinela Freeman Memorial Hospitals, Inglewood, California

Radiation Oncologist



2000-present


Citrus Valley Medical Center, Covina, California

Radiation Oncologist



2004 - 2008


Los Alamitos Medical Center, Los Alamitos, California

Radiation Oncologist



2007- present


Good Samaritan Hospital, Los Angeles, California

appointments:

Associations 

Los Angeles Radiological Society (LARS)


Board of Directors



2006-present



Management Committee




President




2010 - 2011




President-Elect



2009 - 2010




Treasurer




2008 - 2009




Secretary




2007 - 2008


CEC Liaison
2006 - 2007



Continuing Education Committee



Chairman




2005 - 2006



Vice Chairman



2004 - 2005



Secretary




2003 - 2004



Treasurer




2002 - 2003





Exhibits Chairman



2001 - 2002



Publicity Officer



2000 - 2001


Program Chairman—Oncology

2003 – 2005


Midwinter Oncology Meeting



Oncology Subcommittee


2000 - 2005



Executive Committee



2000 - 2005

Southern California Radiation Oncology Society (SCROS)


President Elect




2009


Secretary and Treasurer



2006-2008


Board of Directors




2005- Present


CEC Liaison




2005

American Cancer Society (ACS)


Board member, San Fernando Valley Unit, 
2003-Present

American Society of Therapeutic Radiology and Oncology

(ASTRO) 


Chair, Correct Coding Initiative Workgroup 
2011


Vice Chair, Code Utilization and Application (CUAS), Health Policy Council





2010

Member, Code Utilization and Application (CUAS), Health Policy Council


2005-2009

Member, Health Policy Committee

2005-Present 


Member, Code Development & Valuation Committee, Health Policy Council 


2007-present

American College of Radiology (ACR)


Member


2000-Present

HONORS/


AWARDS



Listed in Los Angeles Magazine, Southern California Super Doctors, 2011

Listed in Los Angeles Magazine, Southern California Super Doctors, 2010


Listed in Best Doctors in America 2009-2010, Aiken SC: Woodward/White 


Listed in Best Doctors in America 2007- 2008, Aiken SC:Woodward/White 


Winner of “Top Healthcare Professional in the Valley”.  San Fernando Valley Business Journal- 2006 


Los Angeles Radiological Society Award for Contribution to the Growth & Development of the society - 2006


Listed in America’s Top Doctors 2005-2006


Listed in Best Doctors in America 2005-2006, Aiken SC: Woodward/White


Listed in Best Doctors in America 2003-2004, Aiken SC: Woodward/White 


Listed in The American Breast Cancer Guide 2005
RSNA Research Resident Grant- $30,000 Stipend for  “Investigating the role of radiation therapy in prevention of restenosis in vascular grafts,” 1998
First Place Scientific Exhibit Award for Oncology - Los Angeles Radiological Society 1999

AMA Physician Recognition Award, 1999

Lartigua Scholarship, 1993

Hillyer Scholarship, 1992

G & M Ball Scholarship, 1989-1991

UCLA Department of Math & Science Scholarship, 1987

Outstanding Achievement Awards in Physics & Math, 1988

SPECIAL
INTERESTS


Gamma Knife Stereotactic Radiosurgery 

Stereotactic Body Radiotherapy (Trilogy)

Respiratory Gating (GI, Lung).


Image Guided Radiation therapy (IGRT)

Intensity Modulated Radiotherapy (IMRT)
Brachytherapy (HDR and LDR) sites including GYN (intracavitary and interstitial), GI interstitial, GU interstitial (Permanent seed and HDR), Breast (Intracavitary) and endovascular.

RTOG Clinical Trials


PUBLICATIONS



1. Safa A, Valji K, Roberts AC, Ziegler TW, Hye R, Oglevie SB. Detection and Treatment of Dysfunctional Hemodialysis Access Grafts: Effect of a Surveillance Program on Graft Patency and the Incidence of Thrombosis. Radiology 1996; 199(3): 653-7.

2. Ziegler T, Safa A, Roberts AC, Valji K. Prolonging the Life of Difficult Hemodialysis Access Using Thrombolysis, Angiography , and Angioplasty. Advances in Renal Replacement Therapy 1995; 2(1): 52-59.

3. Safa A, Sartoris D. Radiologic Identification of Ewing's Sarcoma. The Journal of Foot and Ankle Surgery 1996; 35 (2): 173-177.

4. Safa A, Reese DM, Carter DM, Phillipson J, Smith R, Dougherty S. Undetectable Serum Prostate-Specific Antigen Associated with Metastatic Prostate Cancer: A Case Report and Review of the Literature. American Journal of Clinical Oncology 1998; 21(4): 323-326.

5. Safa A, Tran L, Rege S, Brown CV, Mandelkern MA, Wang MB, Sadeghi A, Juillard G. The Role of Positron Emission Tomography (PET) in Unknown Primaries of Head and Neck Cancers. The Cancer Journal of Scientific American 1999; 5(4): 214-218.

6. Weng E, Rege S, Safa A, Sadeghi A, Juillard G, Mark R, Santiago S, Brown C, Mendelkern M, Tran L. Accuracy and Clinical Impact of Mediastinal Lymph Node Staging with FDG-PET Imaging in Potentially Resectable Lung Cancer. American Journal of Clinical Oncology 2000, 23(1):47-52.

7. Rege S, Safa A, Chaiken L, Hoh C, Juillard G, Withers HR. Positron Emission Tomography: An Independent Indicator of Radiocurability in Head and Neck Carcinomas. American Journal of Clinical Oncology, 2000; 23(2): 164-169.

8. McNamara TO, Safa A, Rege S, So G, Morrison H, Withers HR. External Beam Radiation Following Balloon Angioplasty to Prevent Restenosis in Periperal Vessels - Pilot Clinical Trial. 

Radiology, 1998, 209(P) Supplement: 163-164.

9. Weng E, Rege S, Safa A, Sadeghi A, Juillard G, Mark R, Santiago S, Brown C, Mandelken M, Tran L; “Accuracy and clinical impact of mediastinal lymph node staging with FDG-PET imaging in potentially resectable lung cancer.” 


IJROBP, 1998, 42(1) Supplement: 332.

Radiology, 1998, 209(P) Supplement: 163-164.

10. Lee JT, Chen P, Safa A, Juillard G, Calcaterra TC 
The role of radiation in the treatment of advanced juvenile angiofibroma. Laryngoscope. 2002 Jul;112(7 Pt 1): 1213-20

11. Vongtama R, Safa A, Gallardo D, Calcaterra T, Juillard G. Efficacy of radiation therapy in the local control of desmoplastic malignant melanoma. Head Neck. 2003 Jun; 25(6): 423-8.

NATIONAL AND

INTERNATIONAL

PRESENTATIONS

1. "The Role of Positron Emission Tomography (PET) in Unknown

Primaries of Head and Neck." 


American Radium Society, 80th Annual Meeting, Monte Carlo,



May 1998.  

2. "Efficacy of Radiation Therapy in the Local Control of Desmoplastic Malignant Melanoma."

American Radium Society, 81st Annual Meeting, Hawaii, April 1999.

Los Angeles Radiological Society, 51st Annual Conference, January 1999.

3. "Accuracy and Clinical Impact of Mediastinal Lymph Node

Staging with FDG-PET Imaging in Potentially Resectable Lung Cancer." 

ASTRO, 40th Annual Meeting at Phoenix, October 1998.

RSNA, 84th Annual Meeting at Chicago, November 1998.

4. "Minimizing Dose Variations at the Matching Plane in Radiation Therapy of Head and Neck Cancer." 
American Radium Society, 81st Annual Meeting, Hawaii, April 1999.


Los Angeles Radiological Society, 51st Annual Conference, January 1999.


First Place Award for Best Presentation in Oncology.

5. "Effect of High Dose External Irradiation on Neointima Formation and Luminal Area after Peripheral Vessel Balloon Injury." 
Los Angeles Radiological Society, 51st Annual Conference, January 1999.

Third Annual Symposium on Radiotherapy to Reduce Restenosis, Scripps Clinic, California, January 1999.

6. External Beam Radiation Following Balloon Angioplasty to Prevent Restenosis in Periperal Vessels - Pilot Clinical Trial.


RSNA, 85th Annual Meeting at Chicago, November 1999.

7.  The efficacy of Radiation Therapy in Juvenile Nasopharyngeal Angioma. December 1999.

LOCAL AND

REGIONAL

PRESENTATIONS

1. “PSA Screening Controversy.” CME Lecture at Northridge Hospital Medical Center. December 6, 2011.

2.  “Radiation Disasters and Accidents.” CME Lecture at Northridge Hospital Medical Center. June 28, 2011.

3.  “State of the Art Management of Prostate Cancer- 2011.” Kaiser Permanente Medical Staff Retreat, Beaver Creek, CO. February 3, 2011.

4.  “Screening and workup of common cancers.” CME Symposium for primary care physicians; Warner Center, October 2, 2010.

5.  “Multidisciplinary Management of Prostate Cancer.” CME Lecture at Northridge Hospital Medical Center. August 10, 2010.

6.  “Gamma Knife for trigeminal Neuralgia” Lecture to Dept of Dentistry, Northridge Hospital Medical Center. May 13, 2010

7. “Lung Cancer Update.” CME Lecture for Cancer Rounds at Northridge Hospital Medical Center. April 13, 2010.

8. “State of the Art Management of Breast Cancer- 2010.” Kaiser Permanente Medical Staff Retreat, Telluride, CO. February 5, 2010.

9. “The State of the Art Radiation Therapy in 21st Century – Trilogy and Gamma Knife.” CME lecture for Cancer Rounds, Northridge Hospital Medical Center. November 10, 2009.

10.  “The Gold Standard in Treatment of Brain Metastases -Gamma Knife.” CME lecture for Cancer Rounds, Northridge Hospital Medical Center. November 11, 2008.

11.  “Advanced Management of Prostate Cancer.” CME Lecture at Northridge Hospital Medical Center. August 12, 2008.

12.  “Gamma Knife Stereotactic Radiosurgery.” Community Talk. Northridge Hospital Medical Center. May 24, 2008. 

13. “Advance Management of Lung Cancer.” CME Lecture for Cancer Rounds, Northridge Hospital Medical Center. March 11, 2008.

14.  “Early Breast Cancer Treatment: State of the Art 2007.” Mammography Seminar, Northridge, CA. May 19, 2007.

15.  “Cancer Rounds: Management of Skin Cancers.” CME Lecture at Northridge Hospital Medical Center. May 16, 2007.

16.  “Gamma Knife Stereotactic Radiosurgery.” Cancer Rounds. Glendale Memorial Hospital, Glendale. April 2, 2007

17. “Cancer Rounds: Multidisciplinary Management of Colorectal Cancers.” CME Lecture at Northridge Hospital Medical Center. March 13, 2007.

18. “Advanced Management of Prostate Cancer.” CME Lecture at Los Alamitos Medical Center. February 26, 2007.

19.  “Advances in Management of Rectal and Anal Cancers.” CME Lecture at Northridge Hospital Medical Center. August 8, 2006.

20. “Multidisciplinary Management of Head and Neck Cancers.” Northridge Hospital Medical Center-CME Lecture. March 14, 2006.

21. “Prostate Cancer Treatment Options.” CME Lecture at Sherman Oaks Hospital. March 9, 2006.

22. “Gamma Knife Stereotactic Radiosurgery.” California Society of Radiological Technologists. March 4, 2006. 

23. “Advances in Management of Prostate Cancer.” CME Lecture at Northridge Hospital Medical Center. December 6, 2005.

24. “Management of Early Breast Cancer: State of the Art 2005.” CME Lecture at Northridge Hospital Medical Center. October 11, 2005.

25. “Multidisciplinary Management of Breast Cancer.” Northridge Hospital Medical Center- Medical Staff lecture. June 24, 2005.

26. “State of the Art Radiation therapy- IMRT and Gamma Knife.” California Society of Radiological Technologists. February 19, 2005. 

27. “Palliative Radiation Therapy.” Leavey Cancer Center Nursing, Northridge, CA. October 29, 2004.

28. “Management of Early Breast Cancer: State of the Art 2004.” CME Lecture at Los Alamitos Medical Center. October 11, 2004.

29. “Lung Cancer.” Family Practice Residency Grand Rounds, Northridge Hospital Medical Center. February 24, 2004.

30. “Accelerated Partial Breast Irradiation.” California Society of Radiology Technologists. February 7, 2004.

31.  “Management of Breast Cancer.” Family Practice Residency Grand Rounds, Northridge Hospital Medical Center. September 30, 2003.

32. “Multidisciplinary Management of Breast Cancer.” Northridge Hospital Medical Center- Medical Staff Lecture. October 20, 2003. 

33. “Accelerated Partial Breast Irradiation.” Northridge Hospital Medical Center- CME  Lecture. September 2, 2003.

34. “Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy.” Sherman Way Hospital Medical Center- CME Lecture. May 1, 2003.

35. “Prostate Cancer Treatment.” Family Practice Residency Grand Rounds, Northridge Hospital Medical Center. March 4, 2003.

36. “Accelerated Partial Breast Irradiation.” Multidisciplinary Breast Tumor Board. Northridge Hospital. February 27, 2003.

37. “What is New in Radiation Therapy Technology.” Northridge Hospital Medical Center- CME Lecture. February 4, 2003.

38. “Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy.” Northridge Hospital Medical Center- CME Lecture. December 6, 2002.

39. “Palliative Radiation Therapy.” Family Practice Residency Grand Rounds, Northridge Hospital Medical Center. October 8, 2002.

40. “Management of Nasopharyngeal Carcinomas.” Multidisciplinary Oncology Conference. Sherman Way Hospital. February 22, 2002.

41. "Radiation Therapy to Prevent Vascular Restenosis." Los Angeles Radiologic Society- Radiation Therapists CME Lecture, Universal Studios, CA. January 19, 2002. 

42. “Management of Gastric and Esophageal Cancers.” Northridge Hospital Medical Center- GI Endoscopy Medical Conference. January 10, 2001.

43. “Palliative Radiation Therapy.” SCIPI – Hospice Nursing, Northridge, CA. October 30, 2001.

44. “The Role of Radiation Therapy in Management of Breast Cancer.” Academy of Persian Physicians. Oxnard, CA. October 13, 2001.

45. "Radiation Therapy to Prevent Vascular Restenosis." CME lecture. Sherman Way Hospital. September 27, 2001.

46. “Multidisciplinary Management of GE junction Cancers.” Northridge Hospital Medical Center- CME Lecture. August 7, 2001.

47. “Head and Neck Symposium – The Role of Radiation Therapy in Oral Cavity Carcinomas.” Northridge Hospital Medical Center. May 24, 2001.

48. “Palliative Cancer Care.” Northridge Hospital Medical Center- CME Lecture. May 1, 2001.

49. “Multidisciplinary Management of Lung Cancer.” Northridge Hospital Medical Center- continuing medical education lecture. April 24, 2001.

50. “Multidisciplinary Management of CNS Tumors.” Northridge Hospital Medical Center- CME Lecture. April 17, 2001.

51. “Multidisciplinary Management of Head and Neck Cancer.” Northridge Hospital Medical Center- CME Lecture. April 10, 2001.

52. “Multidisciplinary Conference on Gynecology Oncology” Northridge Hospital Medical Center- CME Lecture. April 3, 2001

53. “Multidisciplinary Management of Prostate Cancer.” Northridge Hospital Medical Center- CME Lecture. March 9, 2001.

54. “Multidisciplinary Management of Breast Cancer.” Northridge Hospital Medical Center- CME Lecture. February 6, 2001. 

55. “CPT codes and billing in Radiation Oncology.” Lecture to UCLA Residents. February 2, 2001. 

56. “Multidisciplinary Management of Breast Cancer.” Northridge Hospital Medical Center- CME Lecture. February 6, 2001.

57. “Management of Oropharyngeal Cancers.” Northridge Hospital Head and Neck Conference. January 18, 2001.

58. "Radiation Therapy to Prevent Vascular Restenosis." CME lecture for Interventional Cardiologist and Radiologist at Northridge Hospital. November 21, 2000.

59. “Anal Sphincter Preservation.” Northridge Hospital GI Tumor Board. November 9, 2000.

60. "Sequencing of Radiation Therapy and Chemotherapy for Early Breast Cancer." Northridge Hospital Breast Center, October 12, 2000. 

61. “Multidisciplinary Management of Breast Cancer.” Northridge Hospital Medical Center- CME Lecture. October 10, 2000. 

62. “Bladder Cancer and Kidney Cancer.” Long Beach State University Guest Lecturer. February 3, 2000.  

63. "Ductal Carcinoma in Situ - Case Presentation." Los Angeles Radiological Society. January 21, 2000.

64.  “Prevention of Vascular Restenosis by Radiation Therapy.” UCLA Seminar Day, Los Angeles. November 20, 1999.

65. "New Modalities in Management of Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer." Bristol-Myers Squibb Guest Lecturer, Los Angeles. June 16, 1999. 

66. "Radiation Therapy for Metastases." Long Beach State University Guest Lecturer. May 13, 1999. 

67. "Radiation Therapy to Prevent Vascular Restenosis." Kaiser Permanente Cancer Committee, Los Angeles. March 2, 1999. 

68. "Sequencing of Radiation Therapy and Chemotherapy for Early Breast Cancer." UCLA Revlon Breast Center, December 22, 1998.

69. "UCLA Experience with Radiation Therapy of Thyroid Cancer." UCLA Residents Seminar, Los Angeles. July 20, 1997. 

PUBLIC 


SERVICE/

MEDIA




KCAL Channel 9/ CBS Television LIVE news 3/17/2011


Featured LIVE at 8pm, 9pm and 10pm.  Answered questions from Channel 9 TV viewers on general radiation and radiation poisoning in response to the nuclear disaster in Japan. Posted on http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/2011/03/18/your-radiation-questions-answered/


KFWB News 980 AM  




Radiation effects on the food chain 3/18/2011


KFWB News 980 AM  

Iodine dangers and the rush to purchase in the event of a nuclear disaster. 3/17/2011


KFWB News 980 AM   x2

Radiation exposure with the nuclear accident in Japan 3/15/2011


KFWB- NEWS 980 AM




Melanoma. 8/26/10




KFWB- NEWS 980 AM




Prostate Cancer. 3/16/09




San Fernando Valley Business Journal 




Valley Healthcare Leaders- Health Care Rising Star. 12/19/05



KCBS Channel 2 – TV News




Esophageal Cancer and Reflux disease -10/11/2005


KCAL Channel 9 – TV News




Esophageal Cancer and Reflux disease -10/10/2005


Couples Cancer Screening (Prostate and Breast)




Northridge Hospital 2/9/05



KIRN 670AM – Persian Radio Talk Show 




Invited speaker on cancer management. 5/14/04




TeleMundo – International Spanish Television




Breast Cancer Awareness month 10/27/03 - 10/31/03



Women’s Health Care Expo – Invited Speaker



Breast Cancer lecture 10/4/3



KABC-7 – TV News 




Management of Brain Tumors -May 2002 



Daily News Newspaper 

Management of Brain Tumors -May 2002



Oral Cancer Screenings at Health Fairs




NHMC 11/30/00; 5/3/01



Prostate Cancer Annual Screenings at Health Fairs




NHMC 2001 - 2009 



KIEV 870AM - Radio Talk Show 




Invited speaker on Prostate Cancer Screening on 9/18/00




Health Speak Newsletter –for Northridge Hospital Physicians

· Mammosite Brachytherapy – September 2003 

· Cancer Treatment Precision (IMRT) – January 2004

· Pump Foundation Grants $2,000,000 for NHMC Cancer Center- Spring 2004

· Cancer Couple Survivors – January 2005

· Gamma Knife – January 2005

· Painless Brain Surgery- March 2005

· Top Healthcare professionals in the Valley- January 2006

· Breast Cancer and IMRT – June 2008

· Trilogy Stereotactic Body RT – December 2008

· New Leavey Cancer Center Reopening- Fall 2010

professional 

societies:
Los Angeles Radiological Society (LARS)
American Society of Therapeutic Radiology and Oncology (ASTRO) American College of Radiology (ACR)

American College of Radiation Oncology (ACRO)

American Cancer Society (ACS)

Radiological Society of North America (RSNA)

Southern California Radiation Oncology Society (SCROS)

Southern California Academy of Clinical Oncology (SCACO)

Academy of Persian Physicians - Honorary Member

Electrical Engineering Honor Society (Eta Kappa Nu)

SPECIAL SKILLS



Computer Software: Statistics; Electronic medical records (ARIA)


Computer Programming: c++; 

FOREIGN

LANGUAGES


Farsi (Persian), Spanish.

INTERESTS



Travel, Skiing, Tennis, Beach volleyball. 


